
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 11, 2018 

 

Dear 7th Grade Parents and Guardians: 

 

I am writing to let you know about two changes in our staff. As you may be aware, Mrs. Allen, our 7th grade 

guidance counselor, has gone out on maternity leave, effective February 28, 2018. Also, Mrs. Valentine, 7th grade 

science teacher, has retired from our school system after 38 years of service, effective March 1, 2018.  

 

While Mrs. Allen is away from our school, Ms. Molly Westfall, will be stepping in as the guidance counselor for 

7th grade. She earned a Psychology degree from Towson and recently graduated from Loyola with a Master’s in 

School Counseling. Ms. Westfall is already a familiar face in Anne Arundel County Public Schools as she served 

in a long-term counseling position at Corkran Middle at the start of the this school year. Ms. Westfall quickly 

became well-respected and trusted by students and I have no doubt she will deliver high-quality support and 

guidance to your child during her time at Brooklyn Park Middle.  I know our staff, students, and parents will do 

everything we can to support both Ms. Westfall and your child.  

 

Upon Ms. Valentine’s departure, students were greeted by their long-term substitute, Mr. Andrew Dietrich. I am 

excited to bring Mr. Dietrich on board as he is eager to work with your child and continue in Ms. Valentine’s 

tradition of encouraging excellence in every student. Mr. Dietrich is a University of MD College Park graduate 

and completed his Master’s degree in Environmental Science and Management at Portland University. I am 

confident he will provide a high-quality level of instruction to students and of course, he has the full support of 

our staff to ensure a smooth transition.  Your child’s academic, social, and emotional growth is of the utmost 

priority to us. 

 

Please join me in wishing Mrs. Allen and her family all the best. We look forward to seeing her upon her return. 

And please join me in congratulating Ms. Valentine on her career and wishing her well in her retirement. 

 

If you have any questions, please call the school at 410-636-2967. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Beth Shakan 

Principal 

 

 

 
  

 


